HSC 6625 (Section 8674) Trends & Issues in International Health

Location:

Time:

Instructor:

Office:

Phone:

Email:

Office Hours
Department Chair

Textbook:

Reading Materials:

Course Objectives:

Fall 2011

245 Florida Gym

Wednesday Evening, Periods 9-11
W. William Chen, Ph.D., CHES.
19 Florida Gym

392-0583 ext. 1284

wchen@hhp.ufl.edu

10:30-11:30 AM MWF, 1:55-2:45 PM, W & by appointment
Jay Bernhardt, Ph.D., FLG 5

Skolnik, R. (2008). Essentials of Global Health. Jones &
Bartlett Publishers, Boston, Mass.

Additional reading materials are available from the Bulletin of
the World Health Organization. These readings will be used to
supplement the textbook.

This course is designed to introduce students to the various factors influencing human
health conditions around the world. Current global health topics and country or region
specific health issues will be the focus of the course.

Specifically, the objectives of the course are to:

1) develop interests in studying the trends and issues involved in global health.

(2 explore the determinants of health from a global perspective.

3 identify major public health problems around the world and potential
strategies for reaching the “Health for All” goal.

4) explore and compare health issues and services in selected countries around

the world.


mailto:wchen@hhp.ufl.edu

Tentative Timeline:

Date

August 24

August 31

September 7

September 14

September 21

September 28

October 5

October 12

October 19

Topic

Course Introduction
Group Assignment

Principals & Goals of Global
Health

Group Discussion —

Global Health Quiz

Health Determinants, Measurements
And Trends

Group Discussion —

Status of Global Health

Globalization & Global Health
Issues
Group Discussion — Global Health

Culture and Health Care Services
Guest Speaker: Dr. Allan Burns

Group Discussion — Health and Health Care
Issues in Mexico and Central America

Food and Nutrition: International
Perspective

Guest Speaker: Dr. Judy Perkin
Group Discussion — Nutrition Issues
Around the World

Health Service Systems & Primary Health

Care

Group Discussion — Primary Health Care

Issues & Health Care Systems
Exam #1

Maternal and Child Health

Issues in the World

Guest Speaker: Dr. Sharleen Simpson
Group Discussion — Material

and Child Health Issues

Reading

Chapter 1
Assigned reading
(#1, 2, 3)

Chapter 2
Assigned reading
materials (#4, 5)

Chapter 3 & 4
Assigned reading
materials (#6, 7)

Chapter 6
Assigned reading
(#8, 9, 10)
Chapter 8
Assigned reading

(#11, 12)

Chapter 5
Assigned reading
materials (#13-16)

Chapter 9 & 10

Assigned reading
materials (#17-20)



October 26

November 2

November 9

November 16

November 23

November 30

December 7

Environmental Sustainability and
Health Issues

US Military Role in Global Health
Guest Speaker: Dr. Michael Schmoyer

The Eradication of Smallpox- Pox, Politics,
and Paranoia

Guest Speaker: Dr. Arlan Rosenbloom
Group Discussion — Understanding
Emerging Infectious Diseases

Working to Improve Global Health

Food Security and Health Issues in Africa
Guest Speaker: Dr. Della McMillian
International Health: The China
Experience

Group Discussion — Health Issues in
China

Thanksgiving

Group Project Presentations

Exam #2

Chapter 7
Assigned reading
materials (#21, 22)

Chapter 11
Assigned reading
materials (#23, 24)

Chapter 15
Assigned reading
materials (#25-27)

Chapter 12
Assigned reading
materials (#28-31)



Course Policies:

Policy on exams and assignments:

Exams are to be taken on the scheduled dates. Assignments will not be accepted
electronically and are due during the class period on the assigned due date (unless otherwise
noted). Make-up exams and late assignments will be considered without penalty only under
unusual or extenuating circumstance.

Policy concerning accommodations for students with disabilities:

Students with disabilities who need reasonable modifications to complete
assignments successfully and otherwise satisfy course criteria are encouraged to meet with
the instructor as early as possible to identify and plan specific accommodations. Students
must supply a letter from the UF Office of Students with Disabilities to assist planning
modifications.

Honest Policy:
By formally registering for coursework at the University of Florida, you agree to

abide by the following statement:

“I understand that the University of Florida expects its students to be honest in all their
academic work. | agree to adhere to this commitment to academic honesty and
understand that my failure to comply with this commitment may result in disciplinary
action up to and including expulsion from the University.”

Evaluations:
1. Exams 200

Students will be expected to complete a midterm and final exam worth 100 points
each for a total of 200 points. The exams are based on assigned readings, lectures,
and group discussions.

2. Attendance and Participation 50

Students will be expected to attend and participate in both group discussion and the
lecture. Attendance will be monitored and any unexcused absence and tardiness will
result in a reduction of points (e.g., 3 points for each unexcused absence and 1 point
for tardiness).

3. Group Discussion Reaction Papers 100

In order to crystallize your thoughts for the discussion groups, students will be asked
to read the group discussion materials prior to coming to class, discuss them in the
small group and write a brief reaction paper to turn in the following week. This will
be monitored and collected by the discussion group leaders. Reaction papers will
not be accepted late or from students not in attendance at the lecture session.



Group Project 50

Each discussion group will select a country and develop a poster board to be
displayed in the class. Each display should include two elements:

1. Basic information about the country assigned such as geography, climate,
government, language and customs.

2. Health Information about the country assigned such as forms of medical care
available to the citizens, status of child health, fertility, life expectancy, and
major public health problems.

This project is due on or before November 16, 2011.
The project presentation is scheduled on November 30, 2011. Each group will be
given 10-15 minutes to present their project.

Research Paper 100

Graduate students are required to complete a research paper. This paper would be an
in-depth examination of an issue or a specific problem related to global health. The
paper should be 10-15 typewritten pages in length (it can be longer if you desire) and
is due on or before November 21, 2011. The grading criteria will include: clarity,
depth of research, logical progression and organization of the paper, insight and
appropriateness of the referencing method. A suggested content of the paper may
include the following:

l. Introduction- Include description of the selected issue or problem and its
significance to global health. Also include problem statement or objectives of
the paper.

. Research Methods- Describe how you go about collecting information and
data or other methods.

II. Findings- describe findings related to the health issue(s) and its implications
to global health.

IV.  Health Programs- Include factual information or empirical data reported on
health programs or strategies used to address the health issue or problem.

V. Summary and Recommendations- Describe your own ideas about resolving
the issue or problem. Also, include resources if it is available.

VI.  References (Use either AMA or APA style)



Grading

Exam 1

Exam 2

Reaction papers

Research paper

Attendance& Group Discussion
Group Project

Total

Grades:

A 90% or higher
B+ 85% - 89%

B 80% - 84%
C+ 75% - 79%

C 70% - 74%
D+ 65% - 69%

D 60% - 64%

E below 60%

100 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
50 points
50 points

500 points
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